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company of the saint; and in order to stay nearer his person, offered
himself to the provincials and guardians of Italy, St Francis approved
his inclination to renounce his friends and country; but not one of the
superiors there assembled would be troubled with him, so unpromising
and sickly was his aspect; for he took care to conceal his learning and
talents, and presented himself only to serve in the kitchen. At last a
guardian in the province of Romagna, named Gratiani, took pity of him
and sent him to the hermitage of Mount-Paul, a little solitary convent
near Bologna. Antony thought of nothing but of burying himself here
in obscurity unknown to the world, joining the sweets of heavenly con-
templation with the austerities of a penitential life and the humiliations of
such a state. He never let fall one word which might show his learning,
much less anything of the sublime communications of his soul with God;
but listened to everybody and only spoke to them when obliged, till an
accident made him known to the world. An assembly of the neighbouring
Dominican and Franciscan friars was held at Forli, in which the Dominicans
as strangers were desired to make an exhortation to the company. They
all excused themselves, everyone saying that he was not prepared. Then
St Antony's guardian ordered him to speak, and to say whatever the
Holy Ghost should put in his mouth. The saint begged to be excused,
alleging that he had been only used to wash the dishes in the kitchen and
to sweep the house; but the superior insisting upon his compliance, he
spoke with such eloquence, erudition, and unction as astonished the whole
company. He was at that time about twenty-six years old.

St Francis was informed of the discovery of this hidden treasure in
his Order and sent him to Vercelli, there to apply himself to the study of
theology, and after a short time to teach the sacred sciences; yet recom-
mending him to make the assiduous exercise of contemplation and prayer
his principal employment, lest his studies should otherwise extinguish in
him the spirit of devotion and piety. St Francis's letter was couched in
the following terms: " To my most dear brother Antony, Friar Francis
wishes health in Jesus Christ. It seemeth good to me that you should
read sacred theology to the friars, yet so that you do not prejudice your-
self by too great earnestness in studies; and be careful that you do not
extinguish in yourself or in them the spirit of holy prayer." St Antony
taught divinity some years with great applause at Bologna, Toulouse,
Montpellier, and Padua, and was appointed guardian at Limoges. In all
these employments he never made use of the general dispensation allowed
to professors of an exemption from any of the regular duties of his com-
munity, and he found time to preach assiduously to the people. He at
length forsook the schools to apply himself wholly to the functions of a
missionary preacher; for he thought the conversion of souls from vice
and the reformation of manners called for his wbole attention and